Industrial Engineering Journal
ISSN: 0970-2555

Volume : 52, Issue 10, October : 2023
Unveiling the Spiritual Odyssey: Women’s Quest for Identityad
Enlightenment in the Novels of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala

BHARTI RAJHANS RAMTEKE,
Research Scholar,
R.T.M Nagpur University,
Nagpur
Maharashtra

Dr.ANIL M.SHENDE
Supervisor
Shri Binzani City College, Umrer Road,
Nagpur
Maharashtra

Abstract

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, the acclaimed novelist and screenwriter, is known for her insightful
exploration of complex human relationships and cultural clashes. Born in Germany, raised in
England, and eventually settling in India, Jhabvala’s diverse background deeply influencedher
works. One recurring theme found in her novels is the quest for spiritual identity. Through the
journey of her character, Jhabvala delves into the intricate layers of human existence,
examining the tension between Eastern and Western values, the search for meaning and
purpose, and the complexities of spiritual awakening. This research paper aims to analyze
Jhabvala’s novels in the context of the quest for spiritual identity, exploring the struggle of
characters, their encounters withdifferent belief systems, and the ultimate realization of self-
discovery and enlightenment.
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Introduction

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala was an exceptional writer and screenwriter known for her captivating
exploration of human relationships and cultural complexities. Born on May 7, 1927, in
Cologne, Germany, Jhabvala went on to become a celebrated author with Indian-British roots.
Her personal background and storytelling prowess shaped a prolific career that spanned over
five decades. Ruth Prawer Jhabvala’s unique perspective as an immigrant, coupled with her
profound understanding of the human condition, allowed her to craft compelling narratives
exploring universalthemes of love, cultural clashes, and the search for identity. Her life and
works continue to inspire readers and film enthusiasts, leaving an enduring legacy in the
realms of literature and cinema. RuthPrawer Jhabvala’s literary contributions have garnered
critical acclaim, with her novels serving as windows into the interplay of cultures, social
dynamics, and existential dilemmas. Amidst the various themes explored in her works, the
quest for spiritual identity emerges as a central motif. Jhabvala deftly weaves narratives that
delve into the profound search for meaning and the clash between traditional Eastern
philosophies and Western ideologies.

Peeping In:
In Jhabvala’s novels, women find themselves caught in the restrictive webs of societal norms
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and expectations. They grapple with gendered roles and the limitations imposed upon them,
often leading to a sense of confinement. In “Heat and Dust”, the protagonist Olivia is
entrapped in a loveless marriage, compelled to adhere to the rigid expectations of British
colonial society in India. Similarly,in “The Householder”, Prem’s wife, Indu, experiences a
lack of autonomy within the confines of traditional Indian society.

Jhabvala’s female characters frequently confront the weight of cultural traditions and societal
pressures. In “A New Dominion”, Shanti battles against her orthodox upbringing and societal
constraints as she navigates her artistic ambitions. The novel “Esmond in India” portrays the
predicament of Englishwomen in India, who are simultancously viewed as outsiders and
exoticizedobjects by both Indian and British societies.

Identity formation and the Quest for Independence:

These are the recurring themes in Jhabvala’sworks. Her female characters confront a struggle
to reconcile their personal desires and societal expectations, often leading to internal conflicts.
In “The Nature of Passion”, Monisha grapples with her Indian heritage and Western
upbringing, struggling to establish her own identity amidstconflicting cultural influences.

Jhabvala’s exploration of identity also encompasses the immigrant experience. In “In Search of
Love and Beauty”, Rosa, an immigrant from Eastern Europe, faces the predicament of
assimilating into a foreign culture while preserving her individuality. The protagonist of
“Three Continents”, Amita, must navigate the cultural divide between her Indian background
and the Western society she encounters, highlighting the complexities faced by women of
multicultural backgrounds.

Jhabvala presents intricate relationships between women and their partners, families, and
friends, showcasing the dynamics that shape their predicament. In “Heat and Dust”, the
parallel narratives of Olivia and Anne, set in different time periods, highlight the complexities
of female relationships across generations. The mother-daughter dynamic in “The
Householder” further illustrates the interplay between love, duty, and sacrifice. Jhabvala also
examines the power dynamics within marriages and the struggles for agency. In “GetReady
for Battle”, Leela navigates a marriage marked by societal expectations and her husband’s
domineering nature. The novel “Shards of Memory” explores the predicament of Tara, who
grappleswith her husband’s infidelity and her own emotional journey.

Cultural Clashes and the Search for Meaning:

Jhabvala’s characters often find themselves straddling the line between Eastern and Western
cultures, resulting in a profound quest for meaning and purpose. Through examples: from
novels such as “Heat and Dust” and “A Backward Place”, onecan explore how characters like
Olivia and Jane embark on journeys that expose them to contrasting belief systems, forcing
them to confront their own identities and question their place in the world.

Jhabvala’s works often feature characters caught between different cultural worlds, grappling
with their own spiritual identity. Through her works, she explores the tensions between
Eastern and Western cultures, addressing the clash between traditional values and modernity.
Through her characters, Jhabvala portrays the internal struggle to reconcile conflicting belief
systems and find asense of spiritual grounding.

Exploring Eastern Philosophies: Jhabvala’s novels present an intricate tapestry of Eastern
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philosophies, delving into spiritual practices such as Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sufism. By
analyzing characters like Hari Kumar in “The Jewel in the Crown” and Ravi in “In Search of
Love and Beauty”,we will examine the protagonists’ encounters with these belief systems and
how they grapple with their own spiritual awakening, highlighting the contlicts and synergies
that arise.

Religion and tradition play significant roles in Jhabvala’s novels, shaping the spiritual
identities of characters. In “Esmond in India” and “Shards of Memory”, she explores the
impact of Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity on individuals’ lives, highlighting the search for
meaning within religious frameworks. Jhabvala delves into the rituals, customs, and practices
that shape spiritual journeys ofher characters, emphasizing the intricate connections between
culture, religion, and personal identity.

Western Ideologies and Existential Crises: In addition to Eastern philosophies, Jhabvala’s
characters are also influenced by Western ideologies. Through works such as “A Stronger
Climate” and “Shards of Memory”, she explored how characters like Anne and Siegfried
navigate the clash between modernity and tradition, materialism and spirituality, and the
resulting existential crises they experience in their pursuit of spiritual identity.

Jhabvala’s characters often experience disillusionment with their surroundings, leading them
to embark on a quest for transcendence. In “In Search of Love and Beauty” and “A Backward
Place”, she portrays individuals seeking something beyond their immediate reality, a higher
purpose or spiritual awakening. Jhabvala skillfully presents the yearning for connection with
the divine, the search for beauty in a world marred by disillusionment, and the transformative

power of these quests.

Women’s Search for Self-Discovery:

Jhabvala’s female characters often find themselves at the center of the quest for spiritual
identity. Focusing on the novels like “Esmond in India” and “East into Upper East”, one can
examine how characters like Sita and Harriet challenge societal norms, negotiate their
identities, and seek spiritual fulfillment within the constraints of their gender and cultural

expectations.

Jhabvala explores the profound influence of love and relationships on the spiritual journeys of
characters. In “The Householder” and “Heat and Dust”, she depicts the transformative power
of romantic relationships and the spiritual growth they can catalyze. Through the exploration
of love, intimacy, and connection, Jhabvala delves into the depths of human experience,
highlighting the potential for personal and spiritual evolution.

The Intersection of Identity and Place:

Place, often a significant factor in Jhabvala’s novels, becomes an integral part of the
characters’ spiritual exploration. Whether it is the Indian subcontinent, Europe, or the United
States, Jhabvala’s characters are profoundly influenced by the environments in which they
find themselves. Through vivid descriptions of landscapes and cultures,Jhabvala captures the
interplay between physical surroundings and the formation of spiritualidentity.

The Realization of Self and Enlightenment:

Throughout Jhabvala’s novels, characters undergo transformative experiences that culminate
in self-realization and spiritual enlightenment. By examining the journeys of characters like
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Sarah in “Three Continents” and Monika in “A Lovesongfor India”, this section will explore
the ultimate outcomes of the quest for spiritual identity and the profound impact it has on the
characters’ lives.
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Jhabvala’s characters frequently face internal conflicts that drive them towards self-
realization. In “A Stronger Climate” and “Out of India”, she examines the restlessness and
inner turmoil experienced by individuals yearning for spiritual fulfillment. Jhabvala delves into
the depths of theirpsyche, portraying their struggles, self-doubt, and eventual breakthroughs,
illustrating the transformative power of self-discovery and self-acceptance.

Conclusion:

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala’s novels intricately explore the quest for spiritual identity, presenting a
rich tapestry of cultural clashes, existential crises, and personal transformations. Through the
journey ofher characters, Jhabvala illuminates the complexities of the human experience and
the universal search for meaning and purpose.

By weaving together Eastern and Western ideologies, Jhabvala offers a nuanced perspective
on spiritual awakening and self-discovery. Her novels serve as poignant reminders that the
quest for spiritual identity is not confined to any particular culture or geography but is a
deeply human endeavour that transcends boundaries.

Throughout her body of work, Ruth Prawer Jhabvala invites readers to embark on a spiritual
odyssey alongside her characters. As we explore the intricate layers of human existence, the
tensions betweenEastern and Western values, and the complexities of spiritual awakening, we
gain a deeperunderstanding of the universal quest for identity and enlightenment. Jhabvala’s
insightful exploration of women’s struggles within societal structures, cultural expectations,
and personal relationships sheds light on the multifaceted challenges they face on their
spiritual journeys.

In the nutshell, Ruth Prawer Jhabvala’s novels provide a compelling exploration of women’s
quest for identity and enlightenment. Through her perceptive portrayals of complex characters
and intricate social dynamics, Jhabvala delves into the challenges women encounter as they
navigate cultural clashes, societal norms, and personal relationships. Her works illuminate the
search for meaning and purpose, the tensions between Eastern and Western values, and the
transformative power of self-discovery and spiritual awakening. By delving into the spiritual
odyssey of women inher novels, Jhabvala offers profound insights into the human condition
and the universal quest for identity and enlightenment.

Works Cited:

1. Bhatnagar, O.P. “Commonwealth Literature: Genesis and Bearings”, Indian Readings
incommonwealth Literature. New Delhi: Sterling Publications, 1985. Print.

2. Crane, Ralph J. Ruth Prawer Jhabvala. New York: Twayne, 1992. Print.

3. Hayball, Connic. “Ruth Prawer Jhabvala’s India”, The Journal of Indian Writing in
English, 9,No.2. July 1981.

4. Jhabvala, Ruth Prawer. The Nature of Passion. London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd.

1956. Print.

---. Esmond in India. London: John Murray Publishers Ltd, 1978. Print.

---. The Householder. London: John Murray Publishers Ltd, 1973. Print.

---. Get Ready for Battle. USA: Penguin Books, 1984. Print.

---. A Backward Place. London: John Murray Publishers Ltd., 1965. Print.

---. A New Dominion. London: Granada Publishing Ltd., 1972, Print.

---. Heat and Dust. London: Futural Publications, 1984. Print.

---. A Stronger Climate: Nine Stories. London: Murray, 1968; New York: Norton, 1968.

— =0 w

=

UGC CARE Group-1, 174




12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

Industrial Engineering Journal
ISSN: 0970-2555
Volume : 52, Issue 10, October : 2023

---. An Experience of India. London: Murray, 1971; New York: Norton, 1972. Print.

---. In Search of Love and Beauty. London: Murray, 1983; New York: Morrow, 1983.
Print.

Meera Bai, K. “Women’s Voices”, The Novels of Indian Women writers. Prestige Books,
1976.

Parameswaran, Uma. Representative Indo-English Novelists. New Delhi: Vikas Publishing
House,1976. Print.

Prasad, Amarnath. S.K. Paul. Feminism in Indian Writing in English (1** Edition).
New Delhi:Sarup & Sons, 2006.

Singh, R.S. Indian Novel in English. Delhi: Arnold-Heinemann, 1977, Print.

Shirwadkar, Meena. Image of Women in the Indo-Anglian Novel. New Delhi: Sterling
Publishers,1979. Print

Varghese, Paul C. “A Note on Esmond in India”, Journal of Indian Writing in English,
July 1976.pp. 33-7.

UGC CARE Group-1, 175




Industrial Engineering Journal
ISSN: 0970-2555
Volume : 53, Issue 1, January : 2024

A Study of Identity in AmitavGhosh’s Sea of Poppies

Dr.ANIL M. SHENDE
Asst. Prof.
Shri Binzani City College
Nagpur
Maharashtra

Abstract

Amitav Ghosh’s remarkable novel Sea of Poppies (2008), shortlisted for “Man Booker Prize”
and which is first in his projected trilogy of novels, deals with a chaotic voyage across the
Indian Ocean to Mauritus Island returning to a self-reflexive question about the nation. Its
story unfolds in north India and the Bay of Bengal in 1838 on the eve of British attack on the
Chinese port known as the first opium war. Set in 1838s, just before the opium war (1839-
1842), this novel encapsulates the colonial history of East. In the novel, Ghosh assembles the
sailors, passengers and marines from different corners of world for the ship Ibis, a slaving
schooner now converted to the transport of coolies and opium to China. In bringing his troupe
of characters to Calcutta into the open water, Ghosh provides the reader with all manner of
stories, and equips himself with the personnel to man and navigate an old-fashioned literary
three-decker.

Key Words: aspirations, culture, desires, history, human emotions, memories, sensibility

Dealing with the 19" century opium trade, which is an exciting tale in and of itself, fraught
with voracious greed, power-mongering and racism, Sea of Poppies broadens the definitionof
diaspora as a third space, neither homeland nor metropolitan but a place where a history of its
own is unfolding. In the novel, Amitav Ghosh represents multilingual communities of India
on Ibis. With the colourful characters, the novel is the clash and mingling of languages;
Bhojpuri, Bengali, Lascari, Hindustani, Anglo-Indian etc. The mingling of these languages
creates a vivid sense of living voice as well as the linguistic resourcefulness of people in
diaspora. Ghosh believes in Eastern Humanism and shared aims that exist across race, class
and culture. Political obligations determine many of the relationships in the novel, but for the
most part fail to quench the force of individual human emotions-memories and desires,

disappointment and aspirations.

The novel is a commentary on socio-cultural evolution of Indian diaspora, a saga
of struggle by the destitute and wretches of colonial India and the dispassionate account of
the Indian peasantry forced into opium cultivation. It is a novel in relation to diasporic
sensibility and reconstruction of identity. By definition, a diaspora is a transnational network
of dispersed political subjects. The idea of diaspora as migration and colonization signifies a
collective trauma, a banishment where one dreams of home but lives in exile. The Ibis, which
was earlier a slave ship, is being refitted to take a large group of “girmitiyas” or indentured
migrants to Mauritius. On one level, it is a vessel to transport the girmitiyas from India to the
plantation colony of Mauritius, but on the other, it is a microcosm of the plantation colony
itself. Paul Gilroy, in his work The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness
(1993), has called the labour ship on the way to plantation colonies “a living, micro-cultural,
micro-political system in motion” (4).
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The ship Ibis resides of people of different nationalities, backgrounds and beliefs, some
crossing the seas to escape from the difficulties at home, some being transported as convicts.
It is packed with a multitude of characters both high and low, including a mixed-race novice
sailor from Baltimore, a Rajah in debt to a British businessman, a Chinese criminal, a French
stowaway, Malay crew man, farmers, soldiers and a mob of indentured Indian peasants. As
the passengers of the Ibis sail down the river Hooghly into the Indian Ocean, their old family
ties are washed away and they begin their lives afresh. The sea becomes their new nation as
the shipmates form new bonds of empathy and understanding. They leave behind the
structures of caste, community and religion; rename themselves as “jahajbhais” and
“jahajbahans” (356). Wretched from their familiar life worlds and finally plucked from their
homeland, the passengers indentured to plantation underwent a traumatic metamorphosis that
changed their sense of subjectivity and affected their outlook on the world around them.

The journey of the passengers on the ship Ibis turns into a crucible of a novel model of
community entailed compromising with social and cultural behaviour in a new life, altering
the situations to fresh coordinates of belonging. In the novel, almost all the characters feel the
sense of place. In fact, they long for locality where they had come from. The ship becomes an
alternate place for people to form their new identities and new communities as well. The
colonial sense of place gives an impression in the present to alter the notion of place and
history of place at present. Travel exposes new places and helps the passengers to chronicle
new histories. In connection with this, Robert Dixon rightly says of Ghosh that the fact
Amitav Ghosh has been able to move freely in his writing “between anthropology, history
and fiction is symptomatic of the extent to which traditional boundaries between those
disciplines have themselves broken down. (13)” The characters on the ship experience new
places and events, comparing it with the past events, and live the past in the present in a
different location.

In his novels Ghosh has potrayed his diasporic feelings, loss of identity and rootlessness.
While going through Sea of Poppies we can compare the vexed diasporic experiences of
colonial India with that of an equally perturbed history of Africa. The dilemma faced by
jahajbhais of the Ibis while crossing the chasm of darkness where the Holy Ganga
disappeared into “kalapani”, is aptly portrayed in the following lines of “Walcott’s poem
Name (1970)—“Behind us all, the sky folded as history folds over a fish line and the foam
foreclosed. to trace our names on the sand which the sea erased again to our indifference”.

Within the novel the force of Kala-pani taboo to deconstruct territorialized forms of identity
is extended beyond the South Asian chartacers of the novel as both the traumatic “third”
space of diaspora and a stage by which newness enters the world via global oceanic
ecologies. The ship becomes a vehicle for the articulation of polyphonic diasporic
associations across cultures that overcome but do not entirely erase territorialized forms of
Identity. Ghosh describes the destiny of the people on the Ibis:

How had it happened that when choosing the men and women who were to be torn from this
subjugated plain, the hand of destiny had stayed so far inland It was as if fate had thrust its
fist through the living flesh of the land in order to tear away a piece of its stricken heart. (399)
On the Ibis, community of sorts begins to form among the migrants. Relationships are forged
or break up, conflicts blow up and individual destinies go through change of direction. Cut
off from their roots, in transit and looking ahead for fresh start, ocean since antiquity the
migrants are prone to invent new names and histories. '
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The diasporic consciousness is closely associated with the question of identityand sense
of belonging. The characters in Ghosh’s novel have chosen to travel across the Indian
Ocean to an unfamiliar island where they must reconstruct new identities. Belonging to
different strata of Indian society, these characters rebel against the callous and constructive
colonial setup and chart out their own course of action to carve out a unique identity out of
the straining circumstances. But it is an identity in flux since all of them are ever on the go
towards self-formation and reconstruction. In Sea of Poppies, there is a new learning about
old phase (forced) diaspora that people migrated in a forced but chosen condition because
they were not owning a respectable status in their homeland and consequently they gained an
altogether new identity of “jahaj-bhai” and “jahaj-behan” to define their identity. In the novel,
each of the characters try to connect his/her past with the present, memory with desire, old
ties with new associations and moves to reach their destination with a strong degree of
ambivalence.

In diaspora, identity of migrant subjects is not at the margin all the time. They do not evoke
self-pity for being estranged from homeland, but rather try to accommodate with new
situations. The notion of identity has indeed been a major preoccupation with Ghosh in the
present novel. It appears to be influenced by the ethico-political and socio-economic
dynamics that constantly change characters, roles and trajectories to reconstruct new identities
in the new milieu. Colonial upheaval interrupts the contours of the roles assumedby the
persons in the social context. In his novels Individual identity is shown to be in struggle with
collective or communal identity. He looks upon all forms of realities as stories point to his
affiliation to the postmodern mode of thinking. Like the poststructuralist Marxism of Spivak,
who in her work In Other Worlds (2006) speaks of making “strategic use of positivist
essentialism” (205) in order to retrieve the subaltern consciousness, Ghosh approaches a
transcendental humanism by developing certain postmodern characteristics like
provisionality, fictionality and fluidity of all discursive formations.

In the novel, the people who are firmly located in the beginning follow a gradual
process of dislocation. Perhaps catering to the questions of identity and identification, we
have here a variety of characters that is truly outstanding. We have low caste men, women of
questionable social situation, indentured labourers, Indian soldiers, prisoners of different
kinds, a white veteran captain, a black officer and so on, mingling together. Here the
foreigner is not the stereotypical white tyrant or abuser, but is another individual
coincidentally present within the scope of this novel. Within the layers of foreignness, we
find various questions of loyalty and identity, questions which are, to a certain extent, vital to
the construction of the unknown future that this novel leaves us with. Ghosh takes care to
avoid familiar figures from history and looks at margins of society that can give him a better
point of fictionalizing and to his own end.

Set against the backdrop of opium war and migration of Indians as indentured labour to sugar
plantation islands, Sea of Poppies explores socio-cultural and civilizational impact on Indian
diaspora as a consequence of British exploitation. It suggests the “labour diaspora” with its
mercantile history. Here, the diasporic consciousness evolves among workers and they are
addressed as “girmitiyas” noticeably. Diasporic writing are related with two kinds of
migration, the one that is forceful as in case of indentured labour occurred during late 18™
and 19" centuries, or willingly to seek better prospects in life and career. Prof. Makarand
Paranjape, in his essay, “Displaced Relations: Diasporas, Empires, Homelands” (2001)
argues, that “to first category belong all those migrations on account of slavery or indentured
labour, while the second would encompass the voluntary migrations of businessmen and
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professionals who went abroad in search of fortune” (8). Migration becomes a new identity
to the characters in the novel as Deeti is termed as “Kabutari-ki ma”, on the ship. She is a
symbol of the labourer caught up as “Karl Marx” puts it in his book Capital (1906) the
“transformation of feudal exploitation into capitalist exploitation” (1:669).Earlier the common
people were exploited by feudal system, now they are under the grip of exploitation of British
colonialism.

The culture of diaspora is global in the sense it generates its own culture beyond the ethnic
boundaries. In diaspora moving across the boundaries is symbolically crossing the boundaries.
At one place Neel is told that, “When you step on that ship, to go across the Black water, you
and your fellow transportees will become a brotherhood of your own; you will be your own
village, your own family, your own caste” (314). On the ship, the passengers from various
sections had a story of exploitation, torment and deprivation at the back. The place of their
origin has never been the place of their self-satisfaction but the diaspora place that is ship
becomes their place of living together and self-development. The social interaction during
these sea voyages begins a process of rebuilding ethnic and cultural identities. The class or
gender subalternity in diaspora does not confirm a lack of identity rather they reconstruct a
new identity and a new life full of self-respect and dignity.

Through Deeti’s narrative of survival as an indentured labourer, Ghosh attempts to recreate
through the genre of historical fiction the lost personal accounts of the first wave of South
Asian coolie labour after the formal end of British slavery. In doing so, he attempts to fill a
conspicuous void in the modern history of labour migration and displacement. Ghosh suggests
that for the overseas Indian diasporarics in pursuit of their lost roots, discovery of their roots
may also turn out to be a discovery of some squalid story at the rootof their ancestor’s
migration from India as indentured labourer. In recent years as the Indian attitude to overseas
diaspora has undergone important changes, and as more and more Indianscame into contact
with them, the overseas diasporaics have enthusiastically reciprocated the Indian gesture.
Needless to say, the memory of lost roots compels the Indian diaspora to look back
nostalgically to their lost homeland, as Salman Rushdie states in his famous work Imaginary
Homelands (1992), that If we look back, “we must also do in the knowledge- which gives rise
to profound to give uncertainty- that our physical alienation from India most inevitably means
that we will not be capable of reclaiming precisely the thing that was lost” (10).

The diasporic Hindu is no longer a Hindu happening to live abroad, but one deeply
transformed by his diasporic experiences. Parekh Bikhu, a political theorist,in his article
“Some reflections on the Indian Diaspora” (1993) says, “Indian diaspora groups evolved
district identities that marked them off both from each other and their counterparts in India
leading to the creation of “little and large” “Indias” each with a distinct history, social
structure and mode of self-conception,” all over the world.” (142) Though Amitav Ghosh
admits that the overseas Indian diaspora is an important force in world culture and its culture
is increasingly a factor within the culture of the Indian subcontinent, he does not encourage
his sentimental pursuits in India.
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‘T'he Social Impact of Populay l‘,i(en”um

Dr Pranjay S, Kane
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Abstract ‘ Literature has been instrumental in entertaining and info
| populiﬂi ‘\:"i influences are both attributed to the role of litera
Good as \\*éf“ “‘ 3‘;*1‘6 §c’)cial impact, whether healthy, thought provoking or spoiling the
rescx\Fataiﬁllb* “mn;n be removed [rom it. The paper deals With two such films 1,
minds (ﬁ‘vpm,ﬂ?;*\ined the status of cult movies and their im

povels who hav (%t‘\sider its role seriously and present ‘wh
for literature 10 € ture is also a representation of life and affects (he majority and so it i
is" P‘)Pflla‘;g‘:i:l 4 cl{l;m‘ and positive message for people to emulate, The purpose of this
jmperative ‘

& (1 ‘ll(: { “ :i O ‘ll(: ’c)()d l\ ¢ ") tll) bc’ld Sl l g l‘ \
,ﬂétu‘ )7 \V&'h

agpur

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»
23
»

ning people,

ture, filmg, angd media
e

ased on

pacton people. It ig Important
atought to be’ rather than ‘what

Is: Popular Literature, Social Impact, Film Adaptations, Novels, Cult Movies
Keywordas: 1°0] -

-

Introduction:

. i Ny r read
American writer, editor and critic, Edmund Wilson said “No two persoxllts.e\{e i
nerican J 2 e readers, It is im
the same book”. Going by this, we can have as many books as there \q,re r'eq::rs . WZ -
¢ Sam ) son in a different way. Yet in this paper,
" . inf every person m a . .
text is going to influence . 7 that the impact
ﬂm't eVeryt d thegsocial impact of popular literature on young adults, assurr;mé, ilar culture. i
B . % To b3 )
e tgls ] o)i,ng to be the same on all. Popular literature, which is a pa: 0 t'pf pWith and enjoy
i R : i enti
) bm? t y‘%clude certain traits which most social groups are ey tt(‘)t;l's a yer to include the
#:iiﬂ : ne time. With this view, we are going to liInlt’the ambl;;) elmivli)eq .
a de sfm lt. movies adapted from novels, and the impact of thes
_study of two cu
young minds.
What is Popular Literature?

. ieh literature and
i in all ages been bifurcated into serious or 11“%11“2;“;1 bopular
y S 7S lltlaizrllmex‘gl’t purposes. The later genre has be;:n 1?teiqry aspect, The
:::::3:, Eiiﬁ:;ﬁ?ilf; :;eormmercial aspect is as much consxdelr;c;atz ili‘; s emhale eel\l?'
term ‘classics? is usually attributed to serious litergtl.xre’fﬂl;";i\atimelessncgs. The texts traq:%xt
read and critically analyze any work of art f.‘r(‘)m‘thc‘ lcut with the passage of time toz; h»;
from being popular entertaining type to classic htcr«‘\lltlri d popular literature in lh: 16 am‘n,
eXample, the plays of Shakespeare which were consl’( b»wti»\li stature from the 19!. “mmt
the earl; part of the 17" Century, assumed a I'CVCT(ZI;‘; ;(. (ilms which we are witnessing
OMWards. And there is a possibility that the books, “C:l‘j:: lecades 0 COME.
O feading now, will assume a classic dimension in
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cts of literature that make a particular texy

. . e s DUI{“'
and formula fiction, usually Oy

vn as genre fiction el S Crey
1. 1t should cater to the majority, and sq ) u
S Mg,

. — Muyg
s, classes, castes, races, religioyg beli "y
10us b,

Let us consider the aspe

ar literature, also kmls\ -
i ar appe

W!lzfi“:xiiil‘;:l:;:'nxc:nlg {he aspects is the quality o ficm“""‘“irumu. :

nders, nationalitie

cessary for the text to be written in Sitmple

ensures a large audience. The plog ;-,xxmn:‘nd

k. Usually, popular literature adhe .

serious. Popul
with the intention ot ha
clements to assist it. The
attract people of varied ages, BENTEE
and other distinctions. For this, it 18 3115()‘1113
straightforward style. Avoiding amhigu‘lty‘ il
larger role than the characters skc(cahcd,m the wor B R o iy
the old narrative structures, Coupled with these things, if the literature is didactic_j, woulg

add to the flavor of'it. ‘ ‘ . afistic and imagine
Literature has also been differentiated into realistic and imaginative genre

Literary fiction deals with realities of cveryday life whereas popular literature involyeg
ay reality. Popular literature 18 also more produced by writer than
also ensure devoted readership. These books e

fy

- escapism from everyd ‘
serious or high literature. This way they .
also adapted into various languages and so reach a larger rc{}derslmxp. |

“Popular literature in English is writing which has shown wide and continued acceptance

measured by sales, frequent imitation, adaptation to other cultural forms and genery

2 o, o j W i "
commercial success. The word "popular” is meant as a synonym for "successful," not 4

an antonym for "serious.”
(Popular Literature in English by John Colorado, The Canadian Encyclopaedia, pub/
2007)

As per the above quotation, popular literature is meant as a synonym for
successful literature. The second part of the sentence is more important. Success, from the
commercial angle, from popularity index, but it is not an antonym for ‘serious’ literature.
It is not an antonym of ‘intellectual’ literature also. It is not in opposition to the literature
considered to be of great literary value. It means that popular literature also has thought-
provoking elements. Romantic Fiction, Mystery books and Crime Thrillers are termed as
popular literature. Popular literature has all; story, characters, climax, action, drama and is
also a representation of life itself. Let us see how these popular novels and films adapted
from these novels impact young adults.

Film Adaptations:

Many literary tejxts in various languages have been adapted into films or dramas

by film makers worldwide. Indian film industry has witnessed commercial Films like

Devdas in Hindi (made thrice) adapted from the Bengali novel ‘Devdas’ by Sarat Chandr

Chattopadhyay, ‘Saheb, Bibi Golam’ based on the Bengali novel of the same name bY

Bimal Mitra, t} ‘Masoom’ 148
by Eric S;ﬂ’:j,?“? )Mdbuom based upon the American novel ‘Man, woman and child
Chatmpadhyab et; . .1ru}mcla based upon the Bengali novel by Sarat Chandra
ydy ete. from the genre of classics, In the realm of drama also, from the 1980s

many classic dramas have beep s . o drama also, Ir
Staged and films have also been made from thent In

Marathi lilﬁrﬂlure e of ] Y
{324 A0 e 2
» Pl yi { Mﬂht,ﬁh Ll llnCll\vnr we an nage.

translated into other languages re written in the Marathi |
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times, the novels of Chetan Bhagat have also been adapy
ot 3 . WG X4 kg e f % o L i 1 (‘
e highly commercially suceessful. Their USP# |14 e '
ce RO i A i e
is contcmpmrat'y and progressive; popular heart(] wot

which melodious and enthralling music that is ¢asy on (|

actor>
gpresentatiot o lias more freedom. mone -
. gencmtmn whxmvms more ,1;:&} on;lg money, opinions, and choices (h,
gmn,g.mion perhaps tvo decades back. India is a young country apgg has 1l Y the young,
gene” o, When they see their issues being depicted in l)(;ok}: ’(,,«(ian ‘iT l“.}"z”m il
stant cmmection‘\\:ith t}mm resulting in a mij“nn copies of B“ﬂgm‘sl;::v:z;:;ii J;Q}(;S
and films adapted from Tus books earning a profitof perhaps more, Truly sspc:aking m”i;g)mt

pas become the most successful and impactful writer of the 2

Theme of the Paper:

3.1 Films pased on novels:

Let us study a cult movie ‘Saheb, Bibi, Golam’ adapted from the novel of the

_ame name by Bimal Mitra. And another popular movie of the 21+ Century, ‘3 Idiots’

.dapted from the debut novel ‘5, point Someone: what not to do at lIT” by Chet’an Bhagat.

On the periphery, one cannot find anything in common between these two movies. But

deep delving and thoughtful linkages can find a common thread in these two movies.

2.2 Sahib, Bibi, Golam:

‘Sahib Bibi aur Golam’ is a Bengali novel written in 1953 by Bimal Mitra. It is a
story of the downfall of the old Zamindari system in the rural India where male domination
had a different dimension. Going to brothels, spending time in cock fight, arguments with
competitors and generally wasting life was the symbol of aristocracy. With no one to stop
the males, the females were relegated to a corner in the houses usually waiting upon the
husband, the swami of the house. The only intention of any female was to please her
husband. And out of this pleasing attempt, the female protagonist of the movie, takes to
drinking alcohol at the behest of the husband. The movie had a popular star cast and had

_melodious songs making it a resounding experience. There were many fans of the actors
vho have kept the movie alive even today. But for the first time, on the screens in Indian
Cinema was the lead lady brazenly shown to drink alcohol. The movie, though it did not
do very well commercially immediately after its release, is considered a cult movie for
several other reasons also. Eventually it won the National Ayvard in various categories
including the Best Actress award.

It is but natural for the audience of the film as well as the readers of the original
novel to be influenced by the actors, plot, songs and sequences of the film. What must have
been the social effect of the movie on the audience? Was it sympathy for the hcr.oine or
f”as it that the others must have taken cue from the actions of the influential heroine and
Imitated her?

2.3 What are cult movies or films?
~ Cult films are known for their dedicate
elaborate subculture, members of which engage in repeatec

B "
) d into Nl which

POst-moe
38 of the e

* Young generar
Ly » BROCrAt o g6
1 ears, and complionie

« ® 5 ¥ % P Qh s » ’
of reality mixed with drama and humor, ‘The target audic L “"“3“‘””“‘*"“]
el audience ig e

pave ™ conteny

Lt(’”(?}(g‘:,
;1%155 strat

Century.

d, passionate (anbase which forms an
y % )
| viewings, dialoguc-quoting,
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[P —————————

. (Wikipedia
ience participation. (Wikipe
e ki/’Cultjxlm#

hﬂpsﬂml~\"ikil’cdiﬂ'0rgfwld' nf20partici}“)ntion.)
N : 10220audience v ; " _—

uatmg%ZC%ZOand %20au 1’ égests hat media p,-owdcs_ a consistent worldy

NPT s ; .

«Cultivation theory = ) # » the viewer 1§ exposed te
may vary from reality in many dimensions. The m(')“ d view a5 & posed 1o the Medjy
i cad ‘ld view as an accurate depying: |
(e more individuals are likely (0 accept the media’s Wor A HeeuTate depicgiy,

xt likely to facilitate n :o .

Jearning a particular behavior. Thus, observational learning studies concern hoy other
c . 3 (v 21N
al influence audience responscs.

characteristics of a portray . F T—
« Alcohol use in women has been growing across the world in recent years, ang gy,

drinking gap has closed between men and women. An analysis published Ain BMJ Open iy
2016 noted that women bom in the late 20th century were almost as likely as mey ¢,
consume alcohol, whereas women born in the early 20th century were less than half s
likely to drink than men.’

(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9764393/)

The above analysis hints at the impact of the powerful media on the minds and
eventually on the actions of the common man. Indian women have come a long way from
being subordinates to men to assuming powerful roles as business tycoons to politicians to
successful professionals, From the above quote, it is evident that they have come a long
way in acquiring bad habits too. This is surely a cumulative impact of many things on
them, changing the social fabric altogether.

For most middle-class people, their everyday existence is a struggle; caught
between the filthy rich who are privileged, and the careless poor, who are 0
underprivileged that they would not want to be like them. The only way to deal with the
situation and live life is to escape from the harsh reality. The middle class looks at literature
or films as an escape from reality, the larger-than-life representation, the entertainment

that relieves the tension of everyday existence. It is a matter to deliberate upon whether

literature is a mirror of life or whether literature influences life
2.4 3 Idiots: -

The movie ‘3 Idiots’ i :
to d 9 diots’ is based on the debut novel ‘Five point someone: What el
0 do at IIT? by Chetan Bhagat. It has paved et ing and has
uestioned th . pe way to experiential learning af
questioned the very premise of learning. Rote learnin
concepts 1s argued in the film. Honest doubts
in the film. In many ways, the film is differe
novel, is all that we can say.
- ‘The movie is about the adventure whe
1 to cope up with the gradine «
Academic scores are r"xtcdgt:fdmg SISy Bl topmost institutions of India, the 11
i ¢ ot i . d =
of rote leaming and acQui%itimln 108t the movie, All the I Tians run behind a false vmﬂ‘:
in learning and (he ilDDlicmionm!‘dllzgre& The 1‘l‘ee~ﬂowi“g inquisitiveness, the enjoyﬂ‘e"
. Font ot the kn ;i : o . e
protagonists discover that Nowledge gained is not focus When
i ; $ 1sed upon. .
at they are unning behind ilfysiop tlo OL;l Sncrcby leadin
sions, they collapse the

.N.textﬁA%ZOcult%20ﬁlm%QOnﬁ';,3()mh Y )
I 0l )q

1C\y ”’BI

g as opposed to understanding the
and application of knowledge is encour"dgé
nt than the novel. It is loosely based O the

s of three mechanical engineering students
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oW what ideally should be there,
@ 4‘11“ AT 2 % * 3 e B 4 .,
she \Vhat was the effect of this film on society? People st

atled believine 1l
«pon't follow success, follow excellence’, Pl

3 ”
3 5 hOs l,l}%lﬂl CU“CQP(Q ar i ”
Jf Ran¢ R L o sand apply them'
( e YOUT passion’, take risks to achiceve the impossible in fife. This film Z{fi | il
LI, : + WhHICH was

5009, has since then been one of the most impactful movies Even tod
et < ¥ 8 ke .3}"
at least loosely associated with the education sector value it as the bwﬁfmﬂll
Teatdas e best hilm,

dictum

fckgst?d n
those \vlm:%}lc .
1+ Conclusion: ‘
. The common thing in both the movies discussed above is that both the movies
have depicted something \}fhich was not shown earlier. In Saheb Bibi Golam, released ,;
1962, the female protagonist was depicted consuming alcohol for the first time in a Hindi
fiim. And in 3 Idiots”, the three friends who have been superbly portrayed by popular
actors, have been successful in showing the errors of our modern education system. Prior
1o this film, there were afttempts at criticizing the education system. But one must agree
{hatit was not done with so much impact. It was the first time that the flaw was show;\ S0
convincingly that it has proved to be a breaking point between the old and the new
" jucation system. NEP 2020 envisions education for all those who are really interested in
Jearning. It has made learning accessible and meaningful through its multidisciplinary and
multiple entry-exit approach. It was a long time since our education system needed
overhauling. The last revision in the education policy was made in 1986. And it has really
taken us 34 years to make the necessary changes.

Itis through films, literature, and media representations that new ideas proliferate
and reach millions. It is the responsibility of litterateurs to have didactic purpose to bring
about healthy changes in society and limit the component of ‘what is’. The onus is on
popular literature to include meaningful things in them along with entertainment so that
goodness and / or nationalistic feelings reach to the multitude. Popular literature should
come above ‘residual category’.

(* Unique selling proposition, is the essence of what makes your product or service better

than competitors)
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23. Importance of Cognitive Behavioral Intervention

Dr. Sanjay R. Choudhari
Associate Professor, Shri Binzani City College of Nagpur. (Maharashtra)

Abstract

CBIs are designed to teach the use of self-talk or inner speech (verbal self-regulation) to
regulate overt behavior. Simply. verbal self-regulation is talking to oneself to guide problem
éohing or some other behavior. CBIs are often described as stop-and-think strategies. Cognitive

behavioral intervention (CB1) is a process by which patients learn to become experts of their own

behavior. Through CBI, patients learn to examine their thoughts, recognize when negative
thoughts are increasing, and then apply a number of sirategies to alter those negative thoughts
and emotions. The theory behind CBI is that 1f people can learn to better understand their
thoughts and emotions, then thev can also alter them through a host of strategies or exercises.
The ultimate goal of CBI is to teach patients how to change undesirable emotions, such as
anxiety and anger, that resull in maladaptive or destructive behaviors. CBI strategies, all of
which are focused on increasing positive behaviors. reducing undesirable or inappropriate
behaviors, and promoting self-control, include actionable goals that promote problem-solving,
communication, relaxation. and self-awareness. Behavioral and problem-solving techniques are
essential m CBT. The types of techniques the therapist will select will be influenced by the
conceptualization of the patient, the problem vou are discussing, and your objectives for the
session.

Keywords: Cbi. Cbt. Anxiety, Depression.
What is CBT

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) is a form of psvchological treatment that explores
the links between thoughts, emotions, and behaviors.
Basics of CBT

CBT 1is focused on learning to alter vour thoughts (cognitions) and vour actions
(behaviors), which is why it is called cognitive-behavioral therapy. Aaron Beck, known as the
Father of CBT, defined three levels of cognition:

1. Core Beliefs

W
ro
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2. Dysfunctional Assumptions

3. Automatic Negative Thoughts
History of CBT

The adoption of cognitive-behavioral therapy progressed slowly over time and was

considered controversial during its development. Dr. Albert Ellis pioneered behavior therapy in
the 1950s with his work on helping patients identify and challenge irrational thoughts. In the
1960s Dr. Aaren T. Beck developed the practice for cognitive behavioral therapy. His theories
on cognitive distortions helped evolve CBT to what we know today.
CBT Treatment

e Structured and Education

¢ Collaborative

e  Goal-Oriented

e Time-Based
The Strategies

e  Cognitive restructuring: Involves helping patients better understand and track their
negative thinking patterns that lead to negative responses and then devise alternative
1eSponses.

e . Activity scheduling: Involves encouraging patients to gradually engage in behaviors
they would normally avoid due to anxiety. fear, etc. The behavior analyst would help
the patient schedule these behaviors throughout the week, slowly at first and then
increasing in frequency. ' »

e  Mindful meditation: Involves helping patients eliminate negative thoughts by
connecting in the moment 1’hr®gh meditation.

e Problem solving: Involves helping patients become active participants in [(inding
solutions to their problems; focuses on implementing problem-solving strategies to
regain control of their lives. %

e  Graded Exposure: Involves repeatedly introducing something that is feared to gradually
reduce anxiety and fear.

e  Successive Approximation: Involves helping patients break down overwhelming or

daunting goals into easily manageable steps.
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CBI Used

e  ldentify the problem

e Define the specifics of ll‘le problem (how it occurs, when it occurs, etc.)

e  Develop aplan for solving the problem

¢  Evaluate different strategies for implementing the plan

e  Discuss the consequences of implementing the plan and discussing alternative plans

e  Agree on a course of action

When is-CBI Used

CBI has been used for decades on children. adolescents, and adults. Just some of the

conditions CBI is used to freat include depression  anxiety. post-traumatic stress disorder,

-obsessive-compulsive disorders, eating disorders, and substance abuse disorders.

What can CBT help with

CBT can help with a variety of everyday problems, such as learning to cope with stressful

situations or dealing with anxiety over a certain issue.You don't need a medical diagnosis to

benefit from CBT.

[

(]

Learning to manage powerful emotions like anger. fear, or sadness
Managing svmptoms or preventing mental illness relapses

Coping with physical health problems

Conflict resolution

Improving communication skills

Assertiveness training

CBT can be effective for a variety of conditions, either alone or in combination with

other therapies or medications. This includes:

In CBT, Problems are Broken down into S main areas

Situations.

Thoughts. s
Emotions.

Physical feelings.

Actions.
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These Pillars are Identification, Recognition, and Management
e  Identification. The first pillar of CBT is identification.
e  Recognition. The second pillar of CBT is recognition,
e  Management. The third pillar of CBT is management.
Conclusions
CBT is a goal-oriented, time-based, structured treatment that is effective for a range of
mental illnesses such as anxiety disorder and depression. It is the most widely researched
psychotherapy and has a strong evidence-based framework that supports the effectiveness of the
treatment. Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (CBT) techniques have been proven to help alleviate
anxiety in athletes. CBT for athletes can help them deal with stress inside and outside the world
of sports. Championships, games, plaving in big arenas. health issues, personal problems — there
is no lack of reasons to be stressed. What are the basic goals of CBT. The goal of CBT is 1o help
the ind‘ividua,l enact change in thinking patterns and behaviors, thereby-improving quality of life
not by changing the circumstances in which the person lives, but by helping the person take
control of his or her own perception of those circumstances.
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‘Role of Physical Education and Teachers in NEP

Dr. Sanjay Rajaram Choudhari
Associate Professor, Shri Binzani City College, Nagpur, India
choudharisanjay973 @gmail.com

Abstract: The Nutional Education Policy recognises and identifies teachers and jaculty as the heart of the
learning process. Always try to do their best. As envisioned by Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Navendra Modi
Ji, the Policy will empower teachers of India and lists out various reforms for their recruitmeni, continuous
professional development, service conditions, etc. NEP 2020 recognises that teachers will requive traiming
in high-quality content as well as pedagogy. As best as possible By 2030, teacher education will gradually
be moved into multidisciplinary colleges and universities. The minimum degree qualification for our
teachers will be . degree that teaches a range of knowledge content and pedagogy. Teachers will be given
continuous opportunities for self-improvement and to learn the latest innovations and advances in their
professions. These will be offered in multiple modes, including in the Jorm of local, regional, State,
National, and international workshops as well as online teacher development modules. Each teacher will be
expected io participate in al least 50 hours of CPD opportunities every year Jor their own professional
development, driven by their own interests. CPD opportunities will, in particular, systematically cover the
latest pedagogies regarding foundational literacy and numeracy, Jormative and adaptive assessment of

learning 01{15‘01;1&?, efc.
Keywords: NEP GUIDELINES DUTIES AND POLICIES

i INTRODUCTION

Introduction India is growing rapidly as a global super-power. To face the challenges of the century and to keep up with
.the pace of the world. maintaining health is of prime importance. Giving thrust to healthy society, Physical Education,
Sports and Yoga are of great significance in today’s world. The Government of India insists on Physical Fitness, Mental
Health and Overall Development of Personality for every citizen. In these lines, the Government has launched Fit India
Movement, Khelo India, TOPS and National Sports Day, International Day of Yoga ctc. These initiatives have given
impetus and awareness among general public, professional and academicians. However, creating efficient and skilled
human resources in the field of Physical Education, Sports and Yoga is identified as the need of the hour. The similar
focus has also been given in the NEP 2020. '

TMPORTANCE:

Research and Innovations NAAC Criterion [II seeks information on the policies, practices and achievements of the
institution, with reference to research, innovation and outreach. It deals with the facilities provided and efforts made by
the institution to promote ‘research culture’. The institution has the responsibility to enable faculty to undertake
research projects useful to society as well as Institution. In NAAC- SSR research and innovations is mentioned under
criterion . The major difference between expectations seen unc'ier NEP 2020 and criterion 3 is about the approach.

ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
The various papers in the subject of Physical Education, Sports and Yoga of undergraduate programmes, in core
discipline, specific discipline elective, Health Education and Skill Enhancement Courses, shall be taught (theory and
practical) by Physical Education Faculty, qualified as per the UGC guidelines

The Committee recomnmends that from 2022-23 and there on, the Physical Education, Sports & Yoga Discipline Core
Subject (DSC) shall be considered under Science Stream (B.Sc.) as it is in other states.

Physical ~Education Faculty shall be enriched with additional knowledge through short = term
courses/workshops/refresher/orientation/training programmes as per requirements.
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Casualization of Workers in Rural Labour Market
of Marathwada Region

Shriram Fartade * -
Sunil Narwade **

Abstract

The present paper explores the employment status, wage rates and nature of work in the agriculture and
the non-agriculture sectors of Marathwada Region of Maharashtra State. It also discusses the caste and
gender discrimination in terms of employment and wages. The binary logistic regression was
performed to find out the determinants of labour casualisation. Out of total 199 house holds surveyed
143 males (71.8 per cent) and 115 womens (57.8 per cent) were involved in farm and non-farm casual
labour employment in rural areas of Marathwada Region. High proportion of SC and ST male workers
were involved in casual employment compared to the non-SC/ST social groups. They had no existence
in non-farm self-employment activities and were least in self-employment in agriculture. In case of
non-farm self-employment the proportion of OBC (29.02 per cent) and high caste Hindus (21.43 per
cent) households was better. The participation of female workers was observed to be more in
agricultural activities rather than non-farm activities as casual labourers. The wages received by non-
agricultural workers were higher than that of agricultural workers. The caste and gender discrimination
was found in rural labour market in Marathwada in terms of days of employment and wages. The
female workers got less days of employment and received lower wages as compared to their male
counterparts. Also female workers from marginalized sections received low wages than the Other
Backward Castes and high caste Hindu women workers.

Keyword: Rural Workers, Employment, Wages, Gender, Caste, Discrimination.
JEL Classification: J43, J21, J31, J16, D63, J71.

Casual workers constitute the informal labour force as their terms and conditions of employment are
outside of the purview of the any regulatory body (Pais 2002). Casual labourers are those workers who
are engaged in short-term employment. These labourers are mainly hired to perform per hour or day or
specific work. The proportion of casual labourers is high in the rural area than urban area at both
national and state level. It indicates lower level of employment security in rural areas (Sharma et. al.
2020). Even in the absence of labour competition, the casual wage in the slack season is lower than the
casual wage in the peak season. The casual agricultural labourers are also employed during off seasons
but the bulk of their employment is concentrated during peak season.

As per the 27® round of the NSS for the period 1972- 78, workers in India are classified into three
broad categories by types of employment status: casual workers, regular workers and self-employed
workers. The share of casual workers in the total workforce has increased during the decade of 19704
and 1980s. The share of casual workers was not constant year to year (NSSO 1997). The share of casug
male workers was 16.3 per cent in 1993-94 and the share of casual female workers was 25.8 per ©
in the total workforce. In the year 1996-97 there were 32.5 per cent casual workers in the to
workforce. The deregulation of labour markets has led to increase the casualization in the post refo;
period (Gupta 1999). Pais (2002) tried to examine the link between the process of liberalization
the casualization of workforce. The casual employment increased by 1.1 per cent per annum be

1983 and 1990-91. It rose by 3.3 per cent per annum in the period 1990-91 to 1996-97. Also therg
wage differential in the labour market with many dimensions, such as gender, caste, region, s¢
which effectively reduces the opportunity for some groups to gain access to various socio-econot
services.

* Head and Assistant Professor Department of Economics, Shri Binzani City College, Nagpur. (M.S.) )
** Professor and Head, Department of Economics, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad. (M.S




duled: caste and tribe casual workers are discriminated in the labour market
r 2011). The present study is an attempt to find out the casualization and

in rural Marathwada of Maharashtra. It also studies the gender and caste
Jour market in Marathwada. The paper is organized into four sections. Section
art.of the present study. Section II discusses the research methodology of the
analyses the category-wise and gender-wise employment and wage status in
n-agricultural sectors in rural Marathwada. It also studies the level of income
e'workers and finally the IV section concludes the study.

ethodology

the only method to collect comprehensive primary data and information to
ics of changes in the rural economy in relation to employment, income, socio-
d occupation diversification. The analysis of the present study is restricted only
in Marathwada. These are casual workers working in agriculture and non-
'8, For the present study, the field survey conducted in four villages of rural areas of
eglon during the period 2017-18. Four stage stratified sampling method was used to
iy dota. The selection of four districts out of eight districts of Marathwada region was the
hails selection from each selected district was the second stage, villages selection was the
and the rural house holds selection were the fourth stage. From each district one Tehsil was
il one village was selected from each Tehsil for the study. Total four villages were selected
16 information of rural workers work and wages status. These villages are the Pus in the
Sonai in the Latur district, Dabhadi in the Jalana district and Chauka in the Aurangabad
¢ four districts out of total eight districts in Marathwada were selected on the basis of high
lon of total workers in non-farm occupation than the state average. As per Census of India
tlito about 2 per cent of the households from these four villages were randomly surveyed. Total
households were studied from four districts of Maharathwada Region of Maharashtra State.
nry.data were collected from various social groups like Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled
§T8), Other Backward Castes (OBCs) and high caste Hindus. The binary logistic regression
erformed to find out the determinants of labour casualisation. '

o<

i I11: Results and Discussion

ngricultural productivity directly impacts the income of small and marginal farmer and rural
tizes and employment. The level of living of wage earners directly depends on wages and employment
Mighra 2000). Agriculture sector is predominance in providing rural employment. A meaningful
yment strategy for rural India must give priority to development of agriculture sector and allied
sectors. Development of agriculture is essential to reduce rural poverty (Bhalla and Hazell 2003).
availability of employment in agriculture sector is not regular due to the seasonal nature of
ngricultural production. The demand for workers tends to change season to season during the year. The
lirge number of workers is required in the peaks season whereas during the slack season, landowners

may require less workers for casual jobs. According to Eapen (1994) study, since early 1970s, rural

non-agricultural activities in rural India are affecting overall employment pattern in the country. The

path of industrialization for developing countries like India has failed to absorb ‘surplus labour’ from
fural areas into urban modern sector (Lewis 1954). There is diversification and casualization of
employment in rural areas. The role of employment in non-farm sector is important in reducing the

poverty.

For the present study we have selected 199 households from the four districts of Marathwada Region.
Out of them, 143 households are found to have engaged in the agricultural sector and non-agricultural
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sector as casual workers. The present study discusses the socio-economic conditions of rural casual
workers in Marathwada Region.

Table 1: Category-Wise Classification of Rural Workers Households in Marathwada

Category CAL NFCL | Cultivators | NFSE | Regular | Total
Salaried |
20 35 0 0 | 0 55
Soheduled Camtes 3636% | 63.64% 0% 0% | 0% | 100.0%
o 13 12 0 0 1 26
Schediled Tribes 50.0% | 46.15% 0% 0% | 3.85% | 100.0%
20 11 9 18 4 62
Other Backward Castes ™35 960/ 117 74% | 14.52% | 29.02% | 6.45% | 100.0%
Goneed] T 24 8 11 12 1 56
12.86% | 1429% | 19.64% | 21.43% | 1.79% | 100.0%
_y I 66 20 30 6 199
38.69% | 33.17% | 10.05% | 15.07% | 3.02% | 100.0%

Source: Compiled from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

‘Note: CAL- Casual Agricultural Labourers, NFCL- Non-farm Casual Labourers, NFSE- Non-Farm
Self-Employment. '

Table 1 shows the category-wise classification of rural workers households. Out of total rural workers
households 48.74 per cent (38.69 per cent agricultural labourers +10.05 per cent cultivators) were
engaged in farm activities and 51.26 per cent (33.17 per cent non-farm labourers +15.07 per cent non-
farm self-employment+3.02 per cent regular salaried employee) were engaged in in non-farm activities
in the surveyed villages. Thus the households were more involved in non-farm activities than farm
activities. 35 (63.64 per cent) households from Scheduled Castes were engaged in non-farm activities
as casual labourers, followed by 12 (46.15 per cent) from Scheduled Tribes, 11 (17.74 per «cent) from
Other Backward Castes and only 8 (14.29 per cent) from General category. Out of 62 households from
Other Backward Castes, 9 (14.52 per cent) and 18 (29.02 per cent) households were cultivators and
non-farm self-employed (own shops) respectively and out of 56 households from general category, 11
(19.64 per cent) were cultivators while 12 (21.43 per cent) were engaged in non-farm self-employment
activity. The study found households from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as cultivators and
non-farm self-employment as main source of livelihood.

Table 3 shows the distribution of the total workers by category-wise and gender-wise. The wor
participation of male and female workers from Scheduled Castes in the agriculture and non-agricultur
activities was higher as compared to others social groups. The work participation of'male workers frot
Scheduled Castes was higher (63.64 per cent) in the non-agriculture activities while it was 46.15 pe
cent for Scheduled Tribes and 17.74 per cent for Other Backward Castes and only 14.29 per cent fe
General category workers. The female workers from General category did not found working in ni
agriculture activities. Only 17 (8.54 per cent) female workers engaged in the non-agriculture acti
in the surveyed villages. Near about 50 per cent of female workers in non-agriculture sector were fi
Scheduled Castes while only 1 (1.79 per cent) female worker was from General category. It is !
from the data that the .casualization of work in rural area was higher in the Scheduled Castes
Scheduled Tribes as compared to other social groups.
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{

ants of Labour Casualization: Binary Logistic Regression

B | SE. | Wald | df | Sig. | Exp. | 95.0% C.Lfor
; ®) EXP(B)

. Lower | Upper

29277 3 | .000
000 | 062 | 016 | 244
217 | 402 | 095 1.709
180 |2.536| .651 | 9.882
502 | 688 | 232 | 2.046
004 | 233 | .086 627

2.777| .698 [15.839]
911 | 738 | 1.523 |
931 | .694 | 1.799
373 | 556 | 452 |
-1.458 | .505 | 8.319

.085

N

4.937 |

-901 | .560 | 2.593 1 .107 | 406 136 1.216
-1.040| .508 | 4.194 1 041 | 354 131 .956

m -1.106 | 466 | 5.639 1 018 | 331 133 .824
4.069 | 917 {19.675| 1 .000 |58.511

Authors: Calculation from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

8

:f mnibus. Test (value 0.000), The Hosmer and Lemeshow Test 0.857, Negelkarke value =

es

L iy logistic regression analysis was performed to examine the influence of cast, land, age,

- 1 und family size on labour casualization in rural Marathwada. Thus the dependent variable is

. cnsualization and the independent variables are social categories like SCs, STs, OBCs, high

o ndus, age above 35 years and less than 35 years, family size is less than five and greater than

nd d and Jandless; education is categorized as illiteracy, primary educated and above primary

n . e classification table shows that 83.4 per cent of the outcome is correctly explained by the

nt ol, The binary logistic regression analysis was performed to find out the impact of various

nd endent variables on labour casualization. The study shows that compared to: high caste Hindus,

luled castes are less likelihood to fall in the group of no casualization. This relationship is

ik icant at the level 0.05 per cent. Thus scheduled caste are significantly the casual labourer in rural

e ‘Maharashtra. The same holds true in case of ST, but this relationship is not significant in rural

Lt Maharashtra. The study also shows that persons in the age group greater than 35 years age, illiterate

st and primary educated are more likelihood to fall in the category of labour casualization. The study

Giix ghows that compared to small family, person with large family size is more likelihood to: fall in the

- group of casualization. This relationship is significant at the level 0.05 per cent. i

ies i

m ]

sar |

md |
i
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Table 3: Category and Gender-Wise Rural Casual Workers (Male-Female)

Category AW NAW AW NAW
Male Male Total Female Female | Total
20 35 55 37 8 55
e — 36.36% 63.64% 6727% | 14.55%
. 13 12 26 18 3 26
Scheduled Tribes 50.0% 46.15% 69.23% | 11.54%
Other Backward 20 11 62 18 5 62
Castes 32.26% 17.74% | 29.03% | 8.06% i
General 24 8 56 25 1 56
42.86% 14.29% 44.64% | 1.79%
- 77 66 199 98 17 199
38.69% 33.17% 4925% | 8.54%

Source: Compiled from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

Nature of Male-Female Work:

S R A

The study found non-agricultural activities such as construction, small industry, services (passenger
and freight vehicles), and cloth, gold and grocery shops. Out of 66 non-agricultural labourers, more
than 50 per cent labourers were from Scheduled Castes. Most of them were engaged in the construction
industry and brick kiln industry. Most of the Scheduled Tribes were also engaged in the construction
industry. The study found that less number of OBC and general category workers were involved in
construction and brick kiln industry. They mostly worked as drivers or in industry or in shops.

Only 17 females out of total surveyed households were engaged in the non-agricultural sector. It is
clear from the data that the work participation of female workers in the non-agricultural sector was
very less compared to males, and females preferred agricultural work. They were mostly involved in
construction and industrial activities as a casual labourer. The study found that females from general
category were not involved in non-agriculture activities as a labourer. Most of the female workers
involved in non-farm casual labour activities were from scheduled castes. When the average annual
working days and daily wages of casual agricultural workers were studied it was found that Other
Backward Castes casual male and female agricultural workers got employment 156 and 135 days
respectively, it was highest, followed by General category (142 and 135), Scheduled Tribes (130 and
112) and Scheduled Castes (126 and 110) agricultural labourers.

Table 4: Category- Wise Average Annual Working Days and Daily Wages of Casual Workers
in the Agricultural Sector (Male- Female)

Category Agricultural Labour Employment Average Agricultural Labour Wages
Days (Per Annum) (Per Day)

Male Female Male Female
Casual Group Casual | Group.

Scheduled Castes 126 110 190 . 220 103 135
Scheduled Tribes 130 112 195 250 108 140
Other Backward Castes 156 135 206 275 108 195
General 142 135 209 242 120 181 -

Source: Compiled from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

In case of agricultural wages, the male workers from General category received highest wage, followe
by male workers from Other Backward Castes. It was higher than minimum wage (202) determine




utiworkers from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes received lower
igocial ‘groups and government’s minimum wages for same work. All
roups received higher wages in the group agricultural activities. They take
tk (cropicutting and its strain) and they finish their work as soon as possible.
1 work is known as ‘Gutta’ in Maharathwada Region. The study also found
rimination in terms of employment days and wages. The female workers

alved lower wages as compared to their male counterparts.

se Average Annual Working Days and Daily Wages of Casual Workers
“In the Non-Agricultural Sector (Male- Female)

Non-Farm casual Labourers Non-Farm Labour Wages (Per
Employment Days (Per Day)
Annum)
Male Female Male Female
232 90 366 200
225 85 269 210
235 95 283 250
: 230 98 350 250
plled from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

Other Backward Castes non-farm casual labourers got highest employment of 235 days and
by Scheduled Castes (232 days), General (230 days) and Scheduled Tribes (225 days) (Table
ho female labourers of all categories got far less days of employment than their male

4, The study also observed that there was category-wise wage differential among casual
ultural rural workers. The study found that labourers did not receive equal wages for equal
he Scheduled Castes casual labourers received highest wage for their work as compared to

cutegory, Other Backward Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The female workers received low
Han {or their work than male labourers even if the nature of work was the same. The wage differential
tect effect on the daily needs of male-female workers like consumption needs, children education,
aine-etc. Thus the study found gender and caste difference against the scheduled caste and tribes

1] workers in the rural labour market.

sflon 1V: Conclusions

£ total 199 house holds surveyed 143 males (71.8 per cent) and 115 womens (57.8 per cent) were
olved in farm and non-farm casual labour employment in rural areas of Marathwada Region. The
tudy found significant impact of caste, age, education and family size on the casualization of labour
in rural Marathwada. The participation of rural female workers is found to be more in the agricultural
yector compared to the rural non-farm sector and the opposite was the true for male workers. Almost
all the Scheduled Castes (100.0 per cent) and Schedule Tribes (96.15 per cent) house holds male
workers were involved in farm and non-farm casual labour employment compared to Other Backward
Castes (50.0 per cent) and high caste Hindus (57.15 per cent). The participation of Scheduled Castes
(63.64 per cent) and Schedule Tribes (46.15 per cent) male workers in non-farm casual labour
employment was more than Other Backward Castes (17.74 per cent) and high caste Hindus (14.29 per
cent). 29.02 per cent of Other Backward Castes and 21.43 per cent of high caste Hindus were involved
in non-farm self-employment, whereas Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes existence was
negligible in non-farm self-employment activities in rural areas. There is gender and caste difference
against the scheduled caste and tribes casual workers in the rural labour market. The annual average
employment days for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes workers in agricultural activities were
less as compared to other high caste Hindus social groups. In case of agricultural wages, Scheduled
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Castes and Scheduled Tribes rural female workers received less than: the minimum: wages determined
by the government and also their wages were lower than the other social groups. The study found: the
gender diserimination in terms of employment and wages in agricultural and non-farm: activities. The
scheduled caste and tribe female casual workers in the rural labour market have to face double
disadvantage as they received low wages being women workers and also among women workers they
received low wages as Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes women workers. The study findings
shows that to control the casualization of labourers in rural Marathwada it is necessary to restrict the
family size-and promote education among labour families. As scheduled Castes are significantly casual
labourers, deliberate efforts should be made to promote self- employment in farm and' non-farm: sector
them.
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Discrimination in Agricultural Wagesof
Casual Workers in Rural Labour Market
of Marathwada Region

Shriram Fartade*, Dr. S.S. Narwade**

Abstract

The present paper explores wage rates in the agriculture sectors of Marathwada
Region of Maharashtra State. It also discusses the caste and gender discrimination
in terms wages. The caste and gender discrimination was found in rural labour
market in Marathwada in terms wages. The female workers received lower wages as
compared to their male counterparts. Also female workers from marginalized sections
received low wages than the Other Backward Castes and high caste Hindu women

workers.

Keywords: Rural Workers, Wages, Gender, Caste, Discrimination

Section I:Introduction

Casual workers constitute the informal
labour force as their terms and
conditions of employment are outside
of the purview of the any regulatory
body (Pais 2002). Casual labourers are
those workers who are engaged in
short-term employment. These
labourers are mainly hired to perform
per hour or day or specific work. The
proportion of casual labourers is high
in the rural area than urban area at
both national and state level. It

indicates lower level of employment
security in rural areas (Sharma et. al.
2020).Even in the absence of labour
competition, the casual wage in the
slack season is lower than the casual
wage in the peak season. The casual
agricultural labourers are also
employed during off seasons but the
bulk of their employment is
concentrated during peak season.

The present study is an attempt to
find out the gender and caste
discrimination in terms of wages in

*Research Student, Department of Economics, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University,

Aurangabad. Email: shrifartade@gmail.com

**Professor, Department of Economics, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad.

Email: ssnarwade22@gmail.com




Discrimination in Agricultural Wagesof Casual Workers in Rural.... / 199

rural labour market in Marathwada.
The paper is organized into four
sections. Section I discusses
introduction part of the present study.
Section II discusses the research
methodology of the present study.
Section III analyses thecategory-wise
and gender-wise wage status in rural
agricultural sectors in -rural
Marathwadaand finally the IV section
concludes the study.

Section II: Research Methodology

For the present study, the field survey
conducted in four villages of rural
areas of Marathwada Region during
the period 2017-18. Four stage (First
-Districts, Second-Tehsil, Third-
Village and Fourth-Rural Households)
stratified sampling method was used
to collect primary data. Total four
villages were selected to collect the
information of rural workers wage
status. These villages are the Pus in
the Beed district, Sonai in the Latur
district, Dabhadi in the Jalana district
and Chauka in the Aurangabad
district. These four districts out of
total eight districts in Marathwada
were selected on the basis of high
proportion of total workers in non-
farm occupation than the state
average. As per Census of India (2011)
data about 2 per cent of the
households from these four villages
were randomly surveyed. Total 199

rural households were studied from
four districts of Maharathwada Region
of Maharashtra State. The primary
data were collected from various
social groups like Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), Other
Backward Castes (OBCs) and high
caste Hindus.

Section III: Results and Discussion

Higher agricultural productivity
directly impacts the income of small
and marginal farmer and rural wages
and employment. The level of living
of wage earners directly depends on
wages and employment (Mishra
2000).Agriculture  sector is
predominance in providing rural
employment. A meaningfﬁl
employment strategy for rural India
must give priority to development of
agriculture sector and allied rural
sectors. Development of agriculture
is essential to reduce rural
poverty(Bhalla and Hazell 2003).

For the present study we have
selected 199 households from the four
districts of Marathwada Region. Out
of them, 143 households are found to
have engaged in the agricultural sector
and non-agricultural sector as casual
workers. The present study discusses
the socio-economic conditions of rural
casual workers in Marathwada
Region.
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Table 1: Category-Wise Classification of
Casual Rural Workers in Marathwada

Category CAL NFCL Cultivators | NFSE Regular | Total
Salaried
Scheduled Castes | 20 35 0 0 0 55
36.36% 63.64% 0% 0% 0% 100.0%
Scheduled Tribes | 13 12 0 0 1 26
50.0% 46.15% 0% 0% 3.85% 100.0%
Other Backward 20 11 9 18 4 62
Castes 32.26% 17.74% 14.52% 29.02% | 6.45% 100.0%
General 24 8 11 12 1 56
42.86% 14.29% 19.64% 21.43% | 1.79% 100.0%
Total 71 66 20 30 6 199
38.69% 33.17% 10.05% 15.07% | 3.02% 100.0%

Source: Compiled from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

Note: CAL- Casual Agricultural
Labourers, NFCL- Non-farm Casual
Labourers, NFSE- Non-Farm Self-
Employment.

Table 1 shows the category-wise
classification of rural workers
households. Out of total rural workers
households 48.74 per cent (38.69 per
cent agricultural labourers +10.05 per
cent cultivators) were engaged in farm
activities and 51.26 per cent (33.17
per cent non-farm labourers +15.07
per cent non-farm self-
employment+3.02 per cent regular
salaried employee) were engaged in
in non-farm activities in the surveyed
villages.Thus the households were
more involved in non-farm activities
than farm activities. 35 (63.64 per
cent) households from Scheduled

Castes were engaged in non-farm
activities as casual labourers, followed
by 12 (46.15 per cent) from Scheduled
Tribes, 11 (17.74 per cent) from Other
Backward Castes and only 8 (14.29
per cent) from General category. Out
of 62 households from Other
Backward Castes, 9 (14.52 per cent)
and 18 (29.02 per cent) houscholds
were cultivators and non-farm self-
employed (own shops) respectively
and out of 56 households from general
category, 11 (19.64 per cent) were
cultivators while 12 (21.43 per cent)
were engaged in non-farm self-
employment activity. The study found
households from Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes as cultivators
and non-farm self-employment as
main source of livelihood.
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Table 2: Category- WiseAverage
Daily Wages of Casual Workers in
the Agricultural Sector (Male- Fe-
male)

The income of the agricultural
labourers is primarily dependent on

two variables; 1) the agricultural wage
rates and ii) the quantum of
employment per year available to per
labourers. There is considerable
interdependence between the two
variables and they together act to
determine agricultural wage income.

Category Average Agricultural Labour Wages (Per Day)
Male Female
Casual Group Casual Group
Scheduled Castes 190 220 103 135
Scheduled Tribes 195 250 108 140
Other Backward Castes 206 275 108 195
General 209 242 120 181

Source: Compiled from Primary Data, Jan-March, 2017

In case of agricultural wages, the
male workers from General category
received highest wage, followed by
male workers from Other Backward
Castes. It was higher than minimum
wage (202) determined by
Maharashtra’s government. But
workers from Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes received lower wage
as compared to others social groups
and government’s minimum wages for
same work. All workers across the
social groups received higher wages
in the group agricultural activities.

Section IV:Conclusions

In case of agricultural wages,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes rural male-female workers
received less than the minimum wages
determined by the government and
also their wages were lower than the
other social groups. The scheduled
caste and tribe female casual workers

in the rural labour market have to face
double disadvantage as they received
low wages being women workers and
also among women workers they
received low wages as Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes women
workers.
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Abstract ;
Sahitya Academi recipient and post-
independence playwright, Mahesh Elkunchwar
made a surprising debut in the literary world as an
- experimentaland revolutionary dramatist. e poses
the question of tangible existence in all of his plays.
Through his characters, he seems to be searching
for himself. A few of his characters appear to be
the playwright's mouthpiece. He had a significant
role in forming contemporary Marathi theatre. He
is a genre master and he explored various
possibilities in the theme of his plays. He used a
wide range of subjects, including morality and ethics,
identity and sexuality, religion and gender conflict,
time and mortality, human connection and alienation,
and moral and personal decisions. Readers and
audiences both domestically and abroad gave his
- translated playsa great deal of critic‘?l attenti(?n. His
plays are amazing feats of tllegt.rlcal magic n.nd
intense psycholo gical suspense. is plz.iys c_:m‘n‘lil nei
apowerful psycholo gicalthrill with amazq‘lg the?’li 1cf1
magnificence which directly appea lsg to the auc’ }iu;e
and connects them inwardly. He IS’ a rc.mlf; ﬁm;
storyteller who can captivatean audxcncc‘.) ot "
_arive were handied by the
subplot on the same narrative  olved
intelligent English professo a
in theater. He also deftlyus
the audience or readers must
it as a cerebral feast. Every cha
has a place in the modern WOrK
urban audience with the sensi

rwho was
ed hidden concepts that
uncover. They enjoy
racter in his works
rld. He connects
bility of rural

early eightic
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This essay examines the social problems in the
context of their interactions with one another, their
social standing, their ideologies, and the environment
in which they operate. This essay will also address
the characters' postmodern survival and peeling
back their layers to reveal their inner selves.
Key Words :

concrete existence, alicnation, gender issues,
human ties, postmodern survival,

Man is a social animal and has to deal with
many social interactions. As we know social
connections and relationships are essential to our
life. Man cannot live in isolation from socicty,
which provides mental and physical security as well
as socialization. As a member of'a social structure,
one must engage insocial interactions and confront
both the good and harmful societal values. While
negative values in socicty should be shunned, positive
ones are always appreciated. Numerous social
challenges and difficultics have a direet impact on
people and society as a whole, There is evident
public disapproval of the social issue and the
circumstances that harm society's reputation and
gocial structure. In the current society, there are
many horrible social issues that exist, such as
superstition, acid attacks, caste discrimination, child
labor, unemployment, terrorism, corruption, drug
addiction, gender inequity, rape, and illiteracy. The
social fabric of the society is impacted by these
uncontrollable social issues. Mahesh Elkunchwar
picked those issues which were not visible in the
¢ and were not relevant with Indian
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situations. In fact he focu

ed how these

his remarkable play, "I”arlj,?’“ e talks about Bombay's

- entertainment ind ustry where people from artistic
- cirele has their own ccosystem and appears to be
pretentious in nature although they projects idealistic

philosophy. Elkunchwar highlights the issues which
are more or less connected to Indian bourgeois

society where people imitates the influential men
- fromartistic industry. Being a successful playwright,
- Elkunchwar massively worked on his presentation
.s._tyk: and syntactic structure ofhis plays. He himself

is very conscious about the enactment of his plays
and thereby he suggested long pauses, silences,
shadow, curtains, darkness and colour scheme int
his plays as suggestions for the action directors in
order to get the total effect, ~
Party isa play sets in Mumbai (then Bombay)
and its revolves around the men from influential
circle which are considered as 'men from elite
sections' and of 'manners' and 'etiquettes'. These
polished men are connected with the medium of
expression and they have their own ecosystem where
they supports each other and sometimes replaces.
each other for their personal benifits. These all
peoples are from film industry, politics and from the

arca of creative writing. Govind Nihlani's film -

adapation of Party is a scathing attack on such
pretentious people who can influence millions of
people and show of their fake modesty.

“Party’, the play sets in the residence of
Damayanti Rane. Damayanti Rane is a daughter of

wealthy and influential politician. She organizesa
success party where they all are about to felicitate | i

the stalwart, and accomplished playwright Dr. Barve

“for his literary accomplishment. Recently,

Government of Tndia shortlisted his name for literary
award for his tremendous contribution in literaure,
His literary works talks about morality and aboyt

service to humanity, Readers rush to take his books
-+ -and used to sellout quickly. To celebrate the suecess

party the guest arrives and we gets gradually

connects withthese men who extiibits thei myriad

5 | roles, 1n this part

. : e S e e ok o Gaean monnle are ffgmf{}ufna 3
ipacts onindividual's life and thereby soclety, Tn- | gathers, Some peop

ga“-ali';fz;'};e "old and new writers

Medicine and from politics ar@ also present. M r
Barve, Journalist, Mr. Jogdand; Bharat; Intellecualk,
an alcoholic actress. Maoht f? ‘
‘M. Aagashe; playwright, Vﬁﬁfiffe }ij'lg o,
Sona and Doctorare present. In Ihff» phy. P‘ﬁﬁmﬁ?
Elkunchwar shows the disparity betm:@ action |
and thoughts of these characters thoroughty.
ive in Relationship :

. e:::clebrated writer, Dr. Barve who holds the
attention of literary firmament and his fellow
colleagues and people in general in the party. ahways
writes about the human relationship and he glorifies
life through his bestseller books. He also follows -
'moral obligations' by donating his cash prizes to the

ni, Malvika: a Marxists,

| needy people. He always tries to remain relevant

in the circle of elite group and in the people i
general. The another side of Mr. Barve is he is
cheating his wife, and shares 7 years of live-in -
relationship with a film actress, Mohini. His wife
knows this well but helpless. People from this party
are mute characters and indirectly supports Mr.
Barve for his decision. This is the reality of
entertainment industry where people encourages

and supportseach other for some specific reason.

While in urban and rura] society this is considered

as a taboo and such person could be outcastand
question could be raise on his morality. He sets a
benchmark of infidelity towards his wife, :Hc COMMits
a mental cruelty against his wife. He
Mohini in his eljte circle of
-rothaveany

promotes
mtellectuals but he does

emotionalattachmens with her. Mohini

: 2 that, Damayanti Rane, a daughter of
politician could 51 :

ey : edlhim from her. Mr.
Ban; ci.*eates such a big blunder ang still he is
ﬁzsg nrr n; p.ubhc and considered ¢ philosopher of
ekl Bo;i zmons.. This has o qQuite close connection
ot ywood entertainmeng industry. In Karan
ohars talk show, "Coffen o a

} » Loffee with Karan' Diniks -

Padukone, o etk aran', Dipika

rated actress: i
& i SSmade a revelation
about her partner Ranbeer Sinap thar ™

s s

e,

[ g
Ljust don't wan 1o be attacheq don't want

Tt 3 6-3%. g so9v
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to be committed. And I had fun! and then he comes
along. There was no commitment as such, Even if
we were technically allowed to see other people,
we would just keep coming back to each other',
(Coftee with Karan, Season 8, Episode 1, 25 Oct,
2023)

In the present time, social media is powerful
medium to disseminate the information and
celebrities candidly reveals about their relationships
and anchor of the show also supports them on
national television has some adverse effect on the
people in general especially the young generation.
People imitate and follow them blindly. Live-in-
relationship is cultural taboo in the country like
India. Live-in is a danger social problem which
_ arises in the metro cities and it is spreading in big
cities and towns. Peoples do not approve such
relationships which has no legal bond. Live-in
relationship is now danger for marriage institution
and it also affect the social fabric. Live-in is an
arrangement of two opposite sex without getting
married. Recently, Saraswati Vaidya and Shradha
Walkar are the latest reported cases where these
girls gets brutally murdered by their partners out of
suspicion. Indian court has also made a remark and
declared its opinion that, live in isnot illegal because
it violates rights to freedom. Deutsche Welle in his
article in Hindustan Times, 'Live in relationships in
India are legal but taboo' opines that,
"The concept of live-in relationships was legally
recognized for the first time in 201 0 while discussing
the safety of women and said that women who
were in live-in relationships are protected under the
domestic violence law... and children born out of
such situations are entitled to rights under a co-
_ parenting agreement and have a right to inherit

\  property". (Hindustan Times. 4 Nov. 2023 by

- Deutsche Welle)

~ Mahesh Elkunchwar presciently noted such
 idea of Live-inin his play, Party and aware us about
 thearrivalof new substitute to marriage institution.
.. Indian metro cities, especially those who work in

~ films, software industry accepting it as a casy vehicle

{o lead thcn*hfc without the consent of their pdrenu,
Parents are helpless as power shifts.
Single Mother parenting :

Inthis play, Damayanti Rane is a single parent,
after her husband died she looks after her daughter
Sona. Damayanti is a danghter o fwealthy politician
and hence she leads comfortable life and always
finds herselfsurrounded by influential men in creative
arts. She manages success parties for them and
tries to send them abroad in the delegation as she
has some powerful connections in the ministry. She
is quite aware about her inability in any creation so
she uses defense mechanism and enjoys others
success. Her daughter, Sona is deserted by her
partner and is firm that she will bring and brought
up her baby, as she is pregnant. She is of radical
mindset. She opposes the idea of re-marriage, and
hence she thinks that she will retaliate over the
situation. She finds her mother as cultural parasite.
She makes an allegation on her mother as 'parasite’
and live upon others success.

Although Sona is firm on her decision but
internally she is broken. Her mother brings proposal
of Mr. Aagashe, the playwright but, Sona rejects
him and refers him as a fake and second rate
playwright. In Indian context, the single mother
parenting is quite difficult because traditional society
sees this from a different perspective. Single
parenting especially for women has a lot difficulties
to face. There are financial and social issue causes
anxiety and depression which leads to alienation.
The women in such parenting comes out as over
protective and hence the children from the family
lacks social skill development. In this connection,
Ambika Pandit discloses a shocking truth in her
article, 'Single mother's head 4.5% of all Indian
households' she says,

"4.5% of all households are lone-mother
households, this translates to 13 million houscholkds
where lone-mothers live alone with their children.
Another 32 million live inextended households. .. The
poverty rate of lone-mother households is 38% in
comparison in 22.6% for dual-parent houscholds"

qravht 3-8, A RoRy
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(Ilmﬁs of India, July 8, 2019)
" InIndian filins, Single mother characters are
 gloried witha slight touch of feminism and stands
for self-pride, and independerit but in reality sthis is
sheer illusion. The ground reality is very  different
than what is projected in films. In popular television
show, "The Fabulous Lives of Bollywood Wives'
the women from film and theatre celebrating their
single parenting and glorifies being single mom which
affects the audience and people in general. Mahesh
Elkunchwar presciently noted such issues and
registered in his plays which is really prevalent in
tnday's society.
vonclusion :
Thus, having analyzed the play, Party’, we can

say that M ahesl

: 1Elkunchwar‘s keen prediction iy
his pj«lys {Lﬂd Cﬂ’{'itaillfﬂ Q*Q the men are h_a\;ing

‘ &, - B
relevance with today's social condition and its

transition is smm_immtlv relevant in the present time,
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